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Since so many people have just returned from 

vacation it seems like the perfect time to discuss 

the Beracha Of Hagomel and see if, when and 

how one should say the Beracha. 

Hagomel was initially established for four sce-

narios in which one was saved from danger: 

1.  When returning from travel at sea. 

2.  After traversing the desert.. 

3.  One whom was freed from jail. 

4.  When one recovers from being sick. 

Our rabbis argued whether one should also say 

the Beracha after experiencing other types of 

dangers as well, for example being in a car acci-

dent or going through a surgery. 

The Shulchan Aruch (ס״ס ריט) 

cites both opinions and con-

cludes that aside from these four 

cases, all other scenarios would 

necessitate one to say the 

Beracha without Hashem’s 

Name. This is also how the latter 

Sefaradi poskim ruled as well (

ריט סק״ח. בא״ח ’ חיד״א ברכי יוסף סי
’  פרשת עקב ס״י. חזון עובדיה עמ

 whereas some wrote that ,(שעט

it’s better to find someone who is 

saying the Beracha with Hashem’s Name and 

fulfill the obligation with him ( אורל״צ ח״ב עמוד שי) 

instead. 

The Ashkenazi poskim seem to hold that the 

Minhag is to say the Beracha with Hashem’s 

name (משנ״ב ס״ק לב). 
According to this, if one is traveling by car or 

airplane, the Halacha should seemingly differ for 

Ashkenazim and Sefaradim; as for Ashkenazim 

they should say the Beracha regularly, and Se-

faradim would omit Hashem’s Name while say-

ing it. 

However when looking at the Halacha, we find it 

is just the opposite–with regards to traveling, the 

Sefaradim say the 

beracha with Hashem’s 

Name and Ashkenazim 

do not. 

The Shulchan Aruch explains the difference be-

tween Sefaradi and Ashkenazi customs ( ריט ’ סי
 :(ס״ז

באשכנז וצרפת אין מברכין כשהולכין מעיר לעיר, שלא 
חייבו אלא בהולכי מדברות דשכיחי ביה חיות רעות 
ולסטים. ובספרד נוהגין לברך מפני שכל הדרכים 

 בחזקת סכנה.
 Though these two Halachot seem to be contra-

dictory, the truth is that they’re not, because 

according to the Shulchan Aruch, when Chazal 

instituted the Beracha, it wasn’t only for those 

who returned from the desert, but anyone who 

crossed city lines when traveling, as long as that 

travel is 72 minutes or longer. 

The Bet-Yosef proves it from the 

words of the Rambam who 

writes: “ הולכי דרכיםtravel the 

road”, instead of what the Gema-

ra said: “ הולכי מדברותtravel the 

desert”. 
The reason for the minhag of the 

Sefaradim to include all trips in 

the same category as traveling 

the desert is because crossing 

cities while going on the road 

always carries with it some level 

of risk, but the Ashkenazim held 

(as explained in the רא״ש) that Chazal instituted 

the Beracha only for traveling the desert. 

  

Today’s times, the Sefaradi poskim argue wheth-

er traveling is still considered dangerous. Some 

say that since there aren’t any dangerous ani-

mals on the road, nor are there any robbers, 

driving the road is safe and no Beracha should 

be said (אורל״צ עמוד קלט), while other poskim feel 

on the contrary, that today’s roads are very dan-

gerous due to the many accidents, and one 

would be required to say the Beracha. 

Another debatable question is the airplane flight, 

whether it falls under one of the four categories 

mentioned above. Here we also find that many 

Ashkenazi poskim wrote that after flying one 

should say the Beracha. Rav Moshe Fein-
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stein ( נט’ אגרות משה או״ח ח״ב סי ) wrote that it’s equivalent to 

going on the boat; just like the person on the boat wouldn’t 

be able to survive without the boat floating on the water so 

wouldn’t the person flying be able to survive the flight if not 

for the airplane supporting him in the sky. 

Others felt flying is equivalent to one who travels the desert 

as explained before and since such a flight is surely consid-

ered dangerous one should say the beracha. 

Some Ashkenazi poskim felt that traveling on an airplane 

isn’t dangerous at all and no Beracha is required ( ראה
קצג ’ בפוסקים המובאים בתשובות והנהגות ח״א סי ). Moreover, 

some say that since we compare the flight to the category of 

going on the boat, one must fly over an ocean body in order 

to be obligated to recite the Beracha ( ראה מסקנת התשובות
 .(והנהגות
Lema’ase since the majority of Sefaradi and Askenazi 

poskim hold one should say the Beracha with Hashem’s 

Name after a flight, this is what one should do. 

One should say the Beracha upon reaching his vacation des-

tination if he plans on staying there more than a couple of 

days (כה״ח סק״ה), and again when returning home. 

There is a requirement to have ten men when saying the 

Beracha as the Passuk says: 

 The minhag is to say it by the reading of ״וירוממהו בקהל עם״  

the Torah, which is when one has the ten men required. 

Also one should make sure that two of the men must be 

learned people, as the Passuk says:  

 .״ובמושב זקנים יהללוהו״
One should try to say it as soon as possible without delay, 

and at least not after three days; but in the case time has 

passed, he should still say it. 

There is a debate whether women should say the bracha 

since some feel its immodest for her to recite it in front of 

men, therefore the best is to have her be present when her 

husband (or father for not married girls) recite it, and be 

yotse the obligation by listening to his Beracha. 

Beracha Of Hagomel After Traveling 

 ופניהם איש אל אחיו )שמות כה,כ(
When people look at each other, it creates a positive reinforce-

ment and bond, forming trust and friendship. As for those who 

turn away their faces, it indicates the opposite, whether it’s 

mistrust, discomfort and lack of friendship, or even worse. 

We found various Gemarot showing instances where a person 

wouldn’t look at the other’s face, for example the Gemara 

Yerushalmi (ירושלמי ערלה פ"א ה"ג) says: 

 meaning a person is ,מאן דאכיל דלאו דיליה, בהית לאסתכולי באפיה

embarrassed to look at the face of those who feed him some-

thing that he doesn’t deserve. 

Or on the contrast, when one looks at the other when he 

wants to learn from him: 

 (הוריות יב,א(   The Gemara .״והיו עיניך רואות את מוריך״ )ישעיה ל,כ( 

says that Rav Mesharshia instructed his children to sit in front 

of their rabbi while he’s teaching and look at his face. Rebbi 

said (עירובין יג,ב) that the reason he is sharper than his friends 

in Yeshiva is because he looked at his rabbi. 

Sometimes one wouldn’t look at the other because he is shy 

or scared, as Moshe wouldn’t look at the burning bush with 

Hashem’s Spirit. The Gemara (ברכות ז,א) says that he was 

rewarded for that by eventually being able to look at Hashem 

(so to speak): .  -בשכר שלש זכה לשלש....בשכר ״כי ירא מהביט״, זכה

יביט״’ ״ולתמונת ה  
In our Parasha we have a clear example of that by the two 

Keruvim (the two golden shapes with the appearance of ba-

bies) which were in the Tabernacle. There are two Pessukim 

which express the relationship of Hashem with Am-Yisrael by 

the way the Keruvim were standing. One pasuk says that the 

Keruvim were facing each other: 

 and the other that they were ,ופניהם איש אל אחיו )שמות כה,כ(

facing away from each other: 

’(ופניהם לבית )דה״ב ג . Chazal (ב״ב צט,א) say that when the 

Jewish Nation fulfilled the Will of Hashem, we are close to Ha-

shem and that is expressed by the Keruvim facing each other 

to show their love; but when we don’t fulfill Hashem’s Will, we 

aren’t close to Him and therefore the Keruvim would express 

that by facing away from each other. 

Body language. Face to face. 

Parashat Teruma Dvar Torah— the wedding day rush 

The Gemara (כתובות סב,ב) brings a story of two great rabbis ( רבי
 that were marrying their children off to each (ורבי יוסי בן זימרא

other. In those times, after getting engaged the boy usually 

would go to study Torah in a Yeshiva away from home for a few 

years before getting married. This Chattan, the son of the big 

rabbi, planned to go to study for 12 years. The girl’s side felt it 

was much too long and devised a plan, they asked the girl to 

walk past the boy for him to see her, and so she did. Once the 

boy saw her, he changed his plans, to go for only six years. The 

family still felt that was much too long and therefore asked the 

girl to repeat and walk again, and when the boy saw her again, 

he canceled his plans and decided to get married 

right away. When the boy met his father, he was 

very embarrassed for forgoing Yeshiva time be-

cause of the interest in his new wife. When his 

father realized his feelings, he reassured his son by telling him 

that Hashem Himself did the same; as Chazal explain that 

after we were taken out of Egypt, we were “engaged” to Ha-

shem and Hashem’s actual marriage would be at the building 

of the Bet Hamikdash which was initially intended to take 

place when the Nation of Israel would enter the land of Israel. 

But something caused Hashem to “reconsider” as He couldn’t 

wait that long and asked to build the Mishkan immediately so 

he can marry Am-Yisrael right away without delay. Now what 

was that thing that He found in the Nation of Israel that made 

Him feel this way?  

When one moves to a new house, he usually or-

ders a moving company in order to take all his 

belongings. Some of those belongings are more 

important and some are less, but there are al-
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H o t  o f f  t h e  S h a a r e  E z r a  h o t l i n e  

May one pick up snow on Shabbat? Is snow Muktse? 

Snow isn’t Muktse. 

The Gemara says that rain water isn’t Muktse, and this is also 

how the Shulchan Aruch rules ( שלח ס״ח’ סי ). The Mishnah 

Berurah says that one is permitted to drink that rain water or 

wash with it. 

The reason given is because the water was in the clouds from 

the beginning of the Shabbat and it wasn’t created on Shab-

bat. The poskim compare snow to rain and say it was already 

in the clouds and therefore isn’t Muktse ( ,שש״כ פט״ז אות מה

שיב ’ שכ סי״א, הר צבי ח״א מלאכת סותר אשל אברהם סי’ מקור חיים סי
 .(ודלא כמו שכתב באגר״מ ח״ה סכ״ב אות לז 
Can one throw snowballs on Shabbat?  

No.  

Throwing such snowballs require making the snow-

ball, which isn’t permitted because of two Mela-

chot: ( שכ’ מקור חיים סי  Dash means ,דש ובונה (

threshing, which here would be squeezing water from the 

snow. Bon’e means building, which here would be structuring 

the snow into a ball.  

Nevertheless, kids are permitted to play with snow balls since 

they don’t intend for the squeezing of the water and it isn’t 

Psik Reisha )שש״כ פט״ז אות מה ובהערה). 

Can one walk on snow with shoes that have shapes at the 

bottom and every step creates writing on the snow?  

Yes.  

Since one doesn’t mean to write and it’s writing that doesn’t 

last because it will eventually melt (חזו״ע ח״ד עמוד קעא). 

May one clean the snow on Shabbat? How about putting salt 

on it?  

n a place that one can fall, it is permitted ( חזו״ע ח״ד
  .(עמוד קעב
Since snow isn’t Muktse, cleaning is permitted. 

Parashat Teruma Dvar Torah— the wedding day rush 

ways some things that are very important which the person 

moving would never leave behind. 

When our nation left Egypt they didn’t have moving trucks to 

carry their belongings; they had to carry them on animals and 

on their shoulders, so they were very limited in terms of what 

they could actually take with them. They probably had to 

choose the most important things and leave behind the less 

important. 

What were those very important things which the people took 

with them as they left their houses in Egypt? 

In our Parasha, Hashem tells Moshe to build the Mishkan with 

 Acacia trees. Rashi asks where exactly they were ,עצי שיטים

supposed to find such woods in the desert, which is a land of 

nothing but sand, and answers with a beautiful insight: that 

Yaakov Avinu foresaw that we would build the Mishkan and 

therefore brought with him young Acacia trees to Egypt to plant 

them, and asked his children that they uproot and take them 

along when they leave Egypt. Now, one can just imagine the 

size of those trees, as they were planted 210 years prior. The 

Ibn Ezra says they were huge and many of them were needed, 

which gives us an idea of what Bnei Yisrael took with them in 

their limited bundles. Instead of taking their belongings, they 

found room for tree trunks that were extremely big and heavy, 

just to express their unlimited love to Hashem and build the 

Mishkan with it. 

Other items which they have found more important than their 

belongings to take with them were the drums, as we see that 

when they sang to Hashem after crossing the river and seeing 

the Egyptians drown, all the women took out their drums and 

started playing it while singing שירת הים. Rashi says the reason 

they had those drums with them is because they knew a mira-

cle would happened and after that miracle they would want to 

sing praises to Hashem with those drums. Now a drum is not a 

very small instrument, and still they all felt they should take it 

in order to honor Hashem with their singing. 

The nation also carried along with them gold and silver vessels 

which they took from the Egyptians. But those vessels were 

not things they wanted, since they were scared the Egyptians 

would eventually chase after them to get those vessels back, 

as indeed happened afterwards ()רש״י בשמות יד,ו). This also 

explains why Hashem had to plead with them to take the ves-

sels, which clearly indicates they weren’t interested in taking 

them. 

 .(שמות יא,ב ורש״י שם)
We learned from the above that they took with them chunks of 

wood to build the Mishkan for Hashem, and they carried the 

drums to be able to play it while singing to Hashem, and they 

took the vessels which put them in danger to fulfill the request 

of Hashem; but what about packing for the journey, the most 

important thing before leaving to a desert which has nothing 

but sand and a burning sun? 

We all know that before we go on a trip the first thing we make 

sure to take with us is enough food, or make sure that the 

place we will be visiting has food; but when we left Egypt we 

didn’t do any of that since Hashem told us not to take any 

food, aside for the Matsot, as the Passuk says:  שמות יב,לט( ״וגם
 Rashi points out that they didn’t have food ,(צדה לא עשו להם״ 

with them: 

מגיד שבחן של ישראל שלא אמרו היאך נצא למדבר בלא צדה אלא  

  האמינו והלכו
Rashi concludes with beautiful words which summarize 

everything we wrote: that Am-Yisrael as a bride to Hashem, 

went out to the desert without food and on the same time 

carrying things that would only be a burden to them 

 הוא שמפורש בקבלה )ירמיהו ב)  :
זכרתי לך חסד נעוריך אהבת כלולותיך לכתך אחרי במדבר בארץ לא 

  זרועה
Hashem says to Israel: I remember the devotion of your youth, 

your love as a bride— how you followed me in the desert, in a 

land not sown. 

Now when we have such a Kalla as Am-Yisrael, how would the 

Chatan be able to wait until they reach the land of Israel? This 

is precisely why Hashem couldn’t wait and asked to speed up 

the wedding day by building the Mishkan immediately. 

https://he.wikisource.org/wiki/%D7%99%D7%A8%D7%9E%D7%99%D7%94%D7%95_%D7%91
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A d v e r t i s e m e n t s  

 כ ת י ב ה   ת מ ה 

When one writes a ”ל”,  he should be very careful to make 
sure the head doesn't enter the letter above, as sometimes 
it will change that letter and make it passul ( סי' לב ס''ק
 as ”ר“ or ”ד“ This is particularly so when it goes into a.(קלב
it can easily change it to look like a “ה”. 
To explain this better, when one writes the “ל” ,he usually 
starts by writing the line on top of the “ל”, at that moment, 
the “ד” above changes to a “ה”. Now although afterwards 
the sofer adds the rest of the letter “ל”, it still isn't enough to 
fix it )קסת הסופר חקירה ג). 
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Also we are dealing with danger to the public that the Shul-

chan Aruch said (סוף סימן שלד) it overrides d’Rabanans. 

Placing salt on the ice is also permitted since the Shulchan 

Aruch ( שכ סעיף ט’ סי ) only restricted crushing ice and snow, 

but causing them to melt is permitted. Furthermore, even 

the Rema who prohibited to cause the ice to melt ( עיין
שכ ס״ק לה ’ משנ״ב סי ), permitted it in a place of need ( ’ סי

 .(שיח סט״ז
There is also no concern of paving the road  משווה גומות
since most places are paved already. The shovel is also 

permitted to be used since it’s a special shovel for snow 

and isn’t Muktse, and even if it was Muktse, it would be  כלי
 .(לצורך גופו) that is permitted to useשמלאכתו לאיסור 

H o t  o f f  t h e  S h a a r e  

E z r a  h o t l i n e . ( c o n . . }  


